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(57) Abstract 

The invention relates to a procedure and 
arrangement for creation of short information, a 
"news bill", in a computer system. The invention 
makes it possible for an information supplier to, in a 
simple and easy way, present new information to the 
user via the Internet. The user will have possibility 
to automatically retrieve updated information which 
is displayed in a controllable way at the user's 
computer. By a special program (P) in the user's 
computer (5), the computer is connected towards an 
address (K) where an electronic news bill (2) with 
short information is arranged. The headlines (3) in 
the news bill after that are displayed in a window 
(4) at the user's. If the user clicks on a headline 
which seems interesting, a web browser is activated 
and the information which is linked to the selected 
headline is made accessible. 
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TITLE OF THE INVENTION: PROCEDURE AND ARRANGEMENT FOR 

CREATION OF SHORT INFORMATION 
IN COMPUTER SYSTEM 



5 TECHNICAL FIELD 

The present invention relates to a procedure and 
arrangement for creation of short information, a "news 
bill" in a computer system. The invention makes it possible 
for an information supplier to, in a simple and easy way, 

10 display new information to the user via Internet. The user 
will have possibility to automatically retrieve updated 
information which is displayed in a controllable way at the 
user's computer. By a special program in the user's 
computer, the computer is connected to an address where an 

15 electronic news bill with short information is arranged. 

The headlines of the news bill after that are displayed in 
a window at the user's. If the user clicks on a headline 
which seems interesting, a web browser is activated, and 
the information which is linked to the selected headline 

20 will be accessible. 



PRIOR ART 

Within this technical field there are different 
documents which deal with tailor-made presentation of 
25 information, for instance, from the Internet. 

EP 0 733 983 describes a screen saver which 
automatically shows updated information as soon as it is 
started, i.e. when the user has been inactive for a few 
minutes. The information which is presented may first have 
30 been stored outside the user's local network. 

US 5.649.186 mentions personal presentation of 
information from Internet. The information, which 
corresponds to a profile, is automatically edited and 
presented as an HTML-page to the user. 
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WO 97/10558 describes different ways of continuously 
presenting personal information which is matching certain 
criteria of a user. 

EP 0 628 919 describes an interface which aims at 
5 continuously updating electronic information in relation to 
a user's personal buying profile. 

The problem the present invention aims at solving is 
to, via a network, especially the Internet, give the 
information supplier a quick and efficient way to inform 
10 his/her users that he/she has new information. At the same 
time the user, who is connected via the Internet, is given 
possibility to, directly on his/her computer screen, see 
when new information is to be retrieved and then be able to 
retrieve the information in a comfortable way. 

The invention solves the problem by short information 
being stored in an advantageous way at the information 
supplier's, and by the user's computer being programmed to 
establish connection to a special address, and retrieve and 
show the information in an easily accessible way. 

20 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

Consequently the present invention relates to a 
procedure and an arrangement to create short information in 
system with at least one user computer connected via a 

25 network to an information supplier. According to the 
invention, short information is stored at a short 
information address. The user computer establishes a 
connection to the short information address and retrieves 
the short information to display it on the user computer. 

30 Preferably the short information is stored in records 

together with a belonging link address in such a way that a 
record can be selected, and further information can be 
retrieved from the link address . 

The invention is defined in detail in the enclosed 

35 patent claims. 
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BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

The invention will be described in detail with 
reference to the enclosed drawing, the only Figure of which 
illustrates a diagram over the arrangement according to the 
5 invention. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF PREFERRED EMBODIMENTS 

Much information and a lot of news is distributed via 
Internet and by web- technology . One of the problems is that 

10 it as receiver is difficult to know when there is any 

interesting information accessible. In the same way there 
is the problem for the one who is compiling the information 
to, in a quick and appropriate way, inform new readers, if 
any, that there is new information to be studied. 

15 In the figure is schematically illustrated an 

information supplier who, via a network, is connected to a 
computer user or receiver. The information supplier can, 
for instance, be a news agency which has a number of pages '■ 
or databases, 1, with information. The pages may be rather 

20 extensive and are updated by and by as new information will 
turn up. Each page, 1, is stored at an address (http) A. In 
order to make the information easily accessible, and 
indicate when there is news on a page, the information 
supplier compiles a news bill, 2. The news bill has its own 

25 address, K, and a short information address. The news bill 
includes a number of headlines, 3, each headline connected 
to an address A, B, C to respective page with more detailed 
information. The information supplier also can provide a 
program P which is necessary to handle the news bill. 

30 As ca n be seen in the lower part of the Figure, the 

user has the program, P, which handles the connection 
towards the address K and the retrieval of the information 
of the news bill. The user is offered a program packet 
which includes: A script for automatic installation, a 

35 program which is written, for instance, in Java and 

therefore independent of the computer architecture on which 
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it is executed, and an architecture-dependent run-time 
wrapper . 

The program is installed in such a way that it will 
start automatically as soon as the computer starts. It 
5 operates in the following way: 

1. The first thing the program does when it starts is 
that it tries to establish a connection with http to a 
predefined address, K, at Internet where the short 

!0 information (the news bill) is located. 

2. If it is not possible to establish a connection, the 
program will wait and then makes new attempts with 
certain time intervals. While this is happening, the 
program is minimized and does not distract the user's 

15 attention. 

3. When (and if) the connection is successful, the 
program with http reads the text wich is on the 
indicated address, K. 

4. A small window, 4, is opened at the user's computer 
where the textlines which exist are displayed in turn 
during an appropriate period of time. There usually 
are more lines than the three which are shown. 

5. If the user sees anything which seems interesting 
he/she clicks somewhere in the text. 

6. If the user does not have an active Web-browser, the 
default-browser will start. 

7. The Web-browser then retrieves data from the address 
A, B, C, which is connected with the text, and 
displays the data in usual way. 

8. With an adjustable periodicity, the program reads a 
new news bill and then uses these new data henceforth. 

9. The changes which have been made in the news bill are 
marked with, for instance, another colour, blinking 
(to be selected by the user) . 



20 



25 



30 



35 



SUBSTITUTE SHEET (RULE 26) 

BNSDOCID: <WO 99197S3A2_I_> 



WO 99/1 9783 c PCT/SE98/01 802 



The user has possibility to minimize the application, 
making it land up in the activity menu. The symbol which 
represents the program has two different appearances: One 
if the content of the news bill has changed since the 
5 program was minimized, and another if nothing has been 
changed . 

1. In the program which is distributed to the information 
supplier, the http-address , K, where the program is 
10 expected to find the news bill, is indicated. 

2 . The program P is packed together with an execution 
environment och is offered for home loading via the 
Internet . 

3. News bills are compiled. They contain a number of 
15 short texts, 3, which shall be shown on the user's 

screen together with the http-address A, B, C, where 
the user's web browser shall retrieve information when 
the user clicks on the text. 

4. The news bulletin is arranged at its K-address, and 
20 corresponding information is arranged for the Web 

browser to be retrieved. 

5. The news bulletins then are updated as required. 

Thus, the invention provides a system for creation of 
25 a news bulletin or short information with a number of 

advantages compared with the previously known technology. 
The progam P requires so small resources (bandwidth, screen 
space, CPU-memory) that it, in principle, can be run on any 
computer. The user need not even have a Web-browser to use 
30 the service in its basic design. If the user only wants to 
see "the news bulletin texts" and does not want to read 
more by clicking on them, the program, P, is all that the 
user need. It should be emphasized that it is a question of 
information which is continously shown on the screen, and 
35 not via E-mail, Web-browser or other, previously used, 
procedure . 
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The program as such can be implemented, without 
difficulties, by a person skilled in the art. The design of 
the program in detail of course can vary to a great extent, 
and is not described here. The invention is only limited by 
5 the following patent claims. 
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PATENT CLAIMS 

1. Procedure for creation of short information in a 
system with a user computer connected via a network to an 
information supplier, characterized in 

- that short information (2) is stored at a short 
information address (K) , 

- that the user computer (5) establishes a 
connection to the short information address (K) , 

- that short information (K) is retrieved from 
the address , 

- that the short information (4) is displayed on 
the user computer . 

2. Procedure according to patent claim 1, 
characterized in that the short information is 
stored in records (3) together with a belonging link 
address (A,B,C), that more detailed information is stored 
at the link address (A) , that a record is selected, and 
that the more detailed information (1) is read by a reader 
at the user computer (5) . 

3. Procedure according to patent claim 1, or 2 , 
characterized in that the user computer (5) 
establishes connections to the short information address 
(K) at certain time intervals. 

4. Procedure according to patent claim 1, 2, or 3 , 
characterized in that retrieved short 
information (2) is compared with previously retrieved short 
information, and new information is displayed in an 
emphasized way. 

5. Arrangement for creation of short information in 
a system with a user computer connected via a network to an 
information supplier, characterized in 

- that short information (2) is stored at a short 
information address (K) , 

- that the user computer (5) has a program (P) to 
establish a connection to the short information 
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address (K) , to retrieve short information (2) from 
the address (K) ; and 

to display (4) the short information at the user 
computer ( 5 ) . 
5 6. Arrangement according to patent claim 5, 

characterized in that the short information (2) 
is stored in records (3) together with a belonging link 
address (A,B,C), that more detailed information (1) is 
stored at the link address (A), and the user computer (5) 
10 has a reader for reading the more detailed information (1). 
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